Mission of the Month
February 2020

Lutheran Disaster Response

In recent weeks, many throughout our world have been hit hard by human
made and natural disasters. We especially remember our brothers and sisters
impacted by fires in Australia, the flooding in Indonesia and the earthquakes in
Puerto Rico. In considering our Mission of the Month for February, Lutheran
Disaster Response offers Bethlehem an avenue of support for those impacted
by these catastrophes.

Taken from the ELCA's website:

We are a church that is a catalyst, convener and bridge builder. Lutheran Disaster Re-
sponse collaborates with other disaster response organizations and religious entities in
the United States and around the world. This enables the greatest stewardship of re-
sources and maximum impact of response. We are a welcome partner because we respect
the perspectives and strengths of others.

We recognize that every disaster is local. Because of this, we believe every response

needs to be rooted in the community; we work to accompany that community from im-
Lutheran mediate relief through long-term recovery. In our international work we partner closely
Disaster with companion churches and other Lutheran and ecumenical relief agencies to make
sure local needs are being addressed and met. In the United States, we work through our
extensive affiliate network and other partners to address these same concerns.
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Lutheran Disaster Response strives to help the church continue to be church in the
midst of disaster — following Christ’s call to bring hope and healing to our neighbor in
need. Some key areas of work include:

e Providing emotional and spiritual care for people who have been affected by a dis-
aster and for leaders who respond to a disaster

e Coordinating volunteers through our local affiliates

o Assisting refugees in a holistic way by meeting the varied needs of the community

e Promoting disaster risk-reduction by helping communities build their assets thereby
reducing the effects of likely disasters

e Providing long-term recovery efforts by addressing the unmet needs months or even
years after a disaster strikes

Offerings designated to "MoM" or "LDR" will be directed entirely to Lutheran
Disaster Response to assist with this important work.

Church in Society welcomes your input on future Missions of the Month!
Please feel free to join our next committee meeting on February bth,
7:45am @ Java Moose. Ideas can be passed along in-person to a committee
member (Jessica Markusen, Libby Larson or Joni Kristenson), or, you are wel-
come to jot an idea down and stick in the Church in Society mailbox. Thank
, you in advance for assisting with our 2020 planning!
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