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ǠẬⱭɇ ǠǞȀĀḂẬĠǞȀÅ 
ǣǽc-bƀæ-ǽæḅc 

Sunday January 11, 2026  
Baptism of Our Lord Sunday 

Livestream link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_cosz8Mb_M 



 

This Week at Bethlehem: 
Sun Jan 11 8:40AM Choir practice 
 10:00AM Worship Service 
  & Sunday School 

 11:15 AM Lutheranism 101 

Mon Jan 12 3:30 PM Girl Scouts 
 6:30 PM Executive Committee 
Tues Jan 13 8:30 AM Staff meeting 
Wed Jan 14 12:30 PM Text Study 
 5:30 PM Meal  
 6:00 PM Worship 
 6:30 PM Confirmation 
Thurs Jan 15 8:00 AM Bible Study 
 9:00 AM Quilting 
 6:30 PM Table Tennis  
Sun Jan 18 8:30 AM Choir practice 
 10:00 AM Worship 
 11:15 AM Lutheranism 101 
 2:00 PM Worship service at 
  Care Center 

Sunday January 11, 2026 
Scripture Readings  

Isaiah 42:1-9  
The servant of the LORD 

brings justice 
Psalm 29  

The voice of the LORD is upon 
the waters.  

Acts 10:34-43  
Jesus’ ministry after his 

baptism 
Matthew 3:13-17  

Revelation of Christ as Godðs 
servant 

Livestream link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=G_cosz8Mb_M 

 
 

 
 

 
First & Second Thrift Store 
is once again requesting 
clothing for displaced people 
in Ukraine, both adults and 
children. They need warm 
outdoor clothing. Drop items 
off at First & Second any day-
from 10 to 4.   

Council 
Members:  
Monthly 

reports are 
due Tuesday 

Jan. 13th. 
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“For what shall we pray?”  
This is from a weekly post inviting individuals, groups, and congregations to lift up our 

world in prayer. This resource is  prepared by a variety of leaders in the ELCA. 

Prayer prompts: 
For an end to war, conflict, and violence especially in Gaza, 

South Sudan, Myanmar, Ukraine, Thailand and 
Cambodia, Iran, Venezuela, and China and Taiwan… 

For those grieving victims of the Swiss New Year’s Eve fire… 
For immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers, especially 

those who face discrimination and violence… 
For tourists and travelers stranded in Yemen, Venezuela, 

and across the Carribbean… 
For earthquakes in the Pacific Ocean and nations 

concerned about tsunamis… 
For children and those who nurture them… 
For rebuilding and recovery following flooding and its 

effects in the northwestern United States, Maine, and 
California… 

For Roman Catholic siblings marking the end of the Jubilee 
Year… 

For Orthodox Christians celebrating Christmas… 
Events and observances: 
January Observances: National Blood Donor Month, 
National Human Trafficking Prevention Month, Poverty in 
America Awareness Month, Mental Awareness Month 

Orthodox Christmas Day (Jan 7) 
Adrian of Canterbury, teacher, died around 710 (Jan 9) 
Baptism of Our Lord (Jan 11) 
Orthodox New Year (Jan 14) 
Pongal, (Hindu festival, Jan 14) 
Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr, died 1968 
(Jan 15) 

Prayers from ELCA resources: 
A prayer in time of crisis, conflict, or disaster (ACS) 
God most mighty, God most merciful, our sacred stories tell 
us that you help and save your people. You are the fortress: 
may there be no more war. You are the harvest: may there 
be no more hunger. You are the light: may no one die alone 
or in despair. God most majestic, God most motherly, grant 
us your life, the life that flows from your Son and the Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

A prayer for peace (ACS) 
Holy God, out of your great love for the world, your Word 
became flesh to live among us and to reconcile us to you 
and to one another. Rekindle among us the gift of your 
Spirit so that we seek to live in unity with all people, 
breaking down the walls that divide, ending the hostility 
among us, and proclaiming peace to those who are near 
and to those who are far away; through Christ Jesus, in 
whom we all have access in the one Spirit to you, both now 
and forever. Amen. 



 

Dear siblings in Christ, 
There is concern across this church about the Jan. 3, 2026, U.S. military action in Venezuela and what has 
or will follow. I believe that this Sunday’s celebration of Jesus’ baptism, and our own, can provide 
understanding, guide our prayers and promote faithful action at this time. The baptism of our Lord reminds 
us that Jesus is God’s own beloved child, who has come to fulfill an age-old promise to bring justice and 
peace to the nations (Isaiah 42:1).  
  
As God’s beloved, Christians share in Jesus’ ministry and compassion for the vulnerable. Our prayers 
remain with the people of Venezuela. We pray for their safety and well-being, for their livelihoods, and for 
reliable access to food, health care and clean water. Our church walks in solidarity with them through the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Venezuela — their people, pastors, deacons and ministries. Support is also 
expressed in the broader Christian community, both in Venezuela and among the Venezuelan diaspora, 
who have long called for and worked toward peace, democracy and human rights.   
  
As baptized children of God, Lutherans are set free to seek the well-being of our neighbors. Over 600,000 
Venezuelans in the United States face uncertainty without renewal of Temporary Protected Status (TPS), 
and deportations of Venezuelan migrants continue despite these anxious times in their homeland. As 
Venezuela navigates a tenuous situation, our nation has a responsibility for a mindful humanitarian 
response. 
  
We continue our call for humanitarian support for migrant-serving organizations in neighboring countries 
and pathways to asylum in the United States for Venezuelans and all with credible fears of persecution. 
  
As followers of Jesus, we seek justice for the nations. As a church in this country, we call for what 
transpires next to center the Venezuelan people and their right to self-determination. We, as a country, 
must resist any temptation to use this occasion to foster special or corporate economic interests. As 
Venezuela faces continued instability, more people are likely to face displacement.   
  
Let us avoid further polarization as we respond to what is unfolding. Lutheran theology affirms that two 
things at once can be true. The removal of Nicolás Maduro, a corrupt authoritarian, and the end of his 
brutal repression are causes for celebration for many. At the same time, U.S. action in Venezuela without 
the constitutionally mandated authorization of the U.S. Congress violated international law and created a 
dangerous precedent that weakens global peace and security. Our social teaching tells us that any conflict 
must meet strict moral criteria rooted in the principles of “right intention, justifiable cause, legitimate 
authority …” (For Peace in God’s World, page 11). 

  
In this highly complex and dangerous moment, Christians remember that Jesus is God's beloved child. 
Through our baptisms, this identity and mission forms us and calls us to civic action. We are called to 
speak the truth in love but with clarity about accountability for any abuse of power. In this time, we can 
advocate boldly for a peaceful way forward and urge the U.S. Congress to exert its authority over war 
powers and ensure due process is followed. This action is especially critical when risking U.S. troops’ lives 
and the lives of civilians around the world. 
  
As we remember the meaning of baptism for action in the world, let us be fervent in prayer for our siblings 
in Christ in Venezuela. Let us also support and accompany Venezuelans and their families worldwide. Born 
in Venezuela, Bishop Pedro Suárez of the ELCA Florida-Bahamas Synod wrote the following prayer: 
  
By your Holy Spirit, kindle hope that does not disappoint and peace that surpasses all understanding. We 
entrust Venezuela, its people and your church into your loving hands, trusting not in our own strength but in 
your steadfast love made known in Jesus Christ, who is our peace. Amen.  
  
In Christ, 
The Rev. Yehiel Curry,  
Presiding Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Americaௗ   
Bishop Curry Issues Statement on Venezuela 



 

S u b j e c t :  A  n e w  y e a r  to  vo l u nte e r  at  R u b y ' s  Pa nt r y  o n  Tu e s d a y  Ja n u a r y  1 3 t h  

H A P PY  N E W  Y E A R  R U B Y ' S  VO LU N T E E R S 1 1  
We  e nte r  t h i s  n e w  y e a r  w i t h  n e w  re s o l u t i o n s  a n d  a l l  g o o d  i nte nt i o n s .   Let  o n e  o f  y o u r  re s o l u t i o n s  a n d  g o o d  

i nte nt i o n s  b e  y o u r  c o nt i n u i n g  s e r v i c e  to  R u b y ' s  Pa nt r y .  

We  w i l l  n e e d  y o u  n ex t  Tu e s d a y ,  Ja n u a r y  1 3  ( a n d  a l l  t h e  s e c o n d  Tu e s d a y s  h e re a f te r )  to  h e l p  y o u r  n e i g h b o rs  

g et  t h e  f o o d  t h e y  n e e d .  

I t ' s  a l s o  a  g o o d  i d e a  to  h e l p  y o u r  c o - vo l u nte e rs  to  g et  t h at  f o o d  o u t  t h e  d o o r  a n d  i nto  t h e  ve h i c l e s .  

We  w i l l ,  a g a i n ,  b e  at  G re at  E x p e c tat i o n s  S c h o o l .   P l e a s e  a r r i ve  a n y t i m e  b et w e e n  3 : 3 0  ( n o  e a r l y  a r r i va l s  

p l e a s e  -  w e  n e e d  to  a l l o w  t h e  s tu d e nts  a n d  b u s e s  t i m e  to  l e a ve  b e f o re  w e  a r r i ve )  a n d  6 : 3 0 .  

P l e a s e  h a ve  a  l o o k  at  t h e  d eta i l s  b e l o w  a n d  l et  m e  k n o w  a b o u t  w h e n  y o u  p l a n  to  a r r i ve  a n d  h o w  l o n g  y o u  c a n  

sta y .  

Vo l u nte e r  p a r k i n g  f o r  t h e  f i rst  s h i f t  ( 3 : 3 0  -  5 : 0 0 )  w i l l  b e  a va i l a b l e  o n  t h e  We st  s i d e  o f  t h e  G u n f l i nt  Tra i l  -  

S o u t h  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  e nt ra n c e .   

Pa r k i n g  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a va i l a b l e  o n  t h e  N o r t h  s i d e  o f  5 t h  S t  E .  

Vo l u nte e r  p a r k i n g  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  s h i f t  ( 5 : 0 0  -  6 : 3 0 )  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a va i l a b l e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  sta f f  p a r k i n g  l ot  

o f f  5 t h  S t  E .  

T h e  m o st  i m p o r ta nt  p a r t  i s :  T H E R E  I S  N O  PA R K I N G  O N  T H E  S O U T H  S I D E  O F  5 T H  S T  E .  

 

H e re  a re  t h e  s h i f t  d eta i l s :  

T h e  f i rst  s h i f t  w i l l  sta r t  at  3 : 3 0  a n d  r u n  u nt i l  t h e  p a c k i n g  i s  c o m p l ete d .   

 T h e  s e c o n d  s h i f t  w i l l  sta r t  w i t h  t h e  d i st r i b u t i o n  to  t h e  ve h i c l e s  at  5 : 0 0  a n d  r u n  u nt i l  6 : 3 0  o r  w h e n  t h e  

f o o d  r u n s  o u t .  

Pa c k i n g  d u t i e s :   u n p a c k  t h e  l a rg e  b oxe s  f ro m  t h e  t r u c k ,  ve r i f y  t h at  w h at  w e  re c e i ve d  i s  w h at  i s  l i ste d  o n  

t h e  s h e et  f o r  t h at  f o o d  i te m  a n d  p l a c e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  f o o d  i te m s  o n  o r  u n d e r  t h e  ta b l e  p rov i d e d .   

Pa c k  t h e  ta b l e  i te m s  i nto  p l a st i c  b a g s  o r  re u s e  b oxe s  a n d  w o r k  y o u r  w a y  d o w n  t h e  l i n e  o f  ta b l e s .   S ta c k  t h e  

p a c ke d  b a g s / b oxe s  at  t h e  e n d .  

Lo a d i n g  d u t i e s :   ta ke  o w n e rs h i p  o f  o n e  o f  o u r  w a g o n s ,  m ove  d o w n  t h e  l i n e  o f  p a c ke d  i te m s  p l a c i n g  b a g s  i nto  

t h e  w a g o n  a n d  ro l l  t h e  w a g o n  o u t  to  t h e  l i n e  o f  c a rs  ( t h e re  w i l l  b e  h e l p e rs  i n  t h e  p a r k i n g  l ot ) ,  a n d  b r i n g  

y o u r  w a g o n  b a c k  i n  to  d o  i t  a g a i n .  

P l e a s e  re m e m b e r  to  s i g n  i n  a n d  s i g n  o u t  at  t h e  c o o k i e   ta b l e .  

Lo o k i n g  f o r w a rd  to  s e e i n g  y o u  a g a i n ,  

C a ro l  S te n d e r ,  Vo l u nte e r  C o o rd i n ato r  

C o o k  C o u nt y  R u b y ' s  Pa nt r y  


