BETHLEHEM | ,JUTHERAN CHURCH

NOVEMBER 16, 2025 - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
PASTOR CALVIN KONOP, PRESIDING
JESS CHRISTENSON, CYF DIRECTOR

KARINA ROTH, MUSICAL DIRECTOR
218-g87-2227 | BLC®BOREAL.ORG | SHARINGCHRIST.ORG
B B BLCPASTOR®BOREALORG | BLCYOUTH@BOREAL.ORG

Qa/mgmg fo Christ S’Aaﬁing Christ on the Nerth Shers and qumd/

INTRODUCTION

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In
today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we
know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day
when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no
more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of
salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day
as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.

PRELUDE KARINA ROTH
\WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, "I one God, whose home is heaven and earth,
whose salvation is sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace
and security only you can provide. We reach for swords and spears,
reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. We become impatient
while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us from selfreliance,
and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust
in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may
abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness.

You are freed and forgiven, I saved by grace, and ready to welcome the
Savior. Amen.
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GREETING PASTOR CALVIN KONOP
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection
save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our
walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN'S TIME
On the way up the aisles, the children will be collecting coins for the “Holy
Cow” fund, which will support ELCA World Hunger. Find that loose
change and hand it to a kiddo!



FIRST READING [SAIAH 21-5

' The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
* In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as
the highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the
nations shall stream to it. > Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us
go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he
may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem. * He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many
peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall
they learn war any more. > O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of
the LORD!

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: PSALM 122

'Twas glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LOrRD.”
* Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.

> Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself;

' to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, the assembly of
Israel, to praise the name of the LORD.

> For there are the thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David.
° Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you.
" Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers.

® For the sake of my kindred and companions, I pray for your
prosperity.

? Because of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek to do you good.”

SECOND READING ROMANS 13:11-12,

" Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we
became believers; " the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw
off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; ” let us walk
decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. " Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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(zOSPEL: MATTHEW 22:36-32
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] ** “About that day and hour no one knows,
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. > For as the
days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. ** For as in the
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, ** and they knew nothing until
the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the
Son of Man. *° Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will
be left. ¥ Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and
one will be left. ** Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day
your Lord is coming. ** But understand this: if the owner of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. ** Therefore you also
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR CALVIN KONOP

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 241
0 LORD, oW SHALL | MEET YoU

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM ELW PAGE 233

CONFIRMATION OF
AUGUST GULSTRAND AND BIRK JANSEN

SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

PRAYERS OF (0D'S8 PEOPLE

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A briefsilence.

God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and
strengthen lay leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us
your ways and lead us in your paths. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation.
Empower us to care for forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around
us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out
words of hate and transform them into words for building up community.
Remake implements of war to sow peace. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and
companions who are ill or despairing especially Lois, Linda, Luke, Butch,



Sarah, Barb, Paul & Cam, Bruce, Lynn, and Katrina and those affected by
HIV and AIDS as we remember World AIDS Day. We pray now for those
we name aloud, or in the silence of our hearts. (A time of silence)
Surround all with care and consolation. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and
relationships fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture
therapists, counselors, and sponsors in their care for others. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the
last, bring us with all the saints, especially the mothers of Joy Oberg and Kay
Olson, to your holy city where peace and goodness make a home. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.

OFFERING KARINA ROTH
OFFERING PRAYER

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the
desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may
rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE |LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised. All are
welcome!

Bethlehem Lutheran Church believes in the real presence of Christ in
Holy Communion, and we practice eucharistic hospitality. All persons,
whether visiting or a member, are welcomed to Communion.



COMMUNION MUSIC
Lamb of God ELW page 112
Each Winter As the Year Grows Older ELW 252

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep
you in grace into everlasting life. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us
forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in
the name of Jesus. Amen.

BLESSING

May God who comes among us, Father, ** Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you
patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today
and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN REJOICE, REJOICE, BELIEVERS  ELW 234
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Keep awake. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE KARINA ROTH

PADVEN T

Today we welcome Bethlehem’s newest members by the

Confirmation of August Gulstrand and Birk Jansen. Please join us
upstairs following the service for celebration and cupcakes. Blessings
to Birk and August in their continued faith journey.

This week we lift up these members: Lois Johnson, Linda Zenk, Luke
Gulstrand, Sarah, Cam, Barb and Paul Coe; Lynn & Craig Schulte, Phyllis
Olson, Joan Bieber, Gene & Barbara Erickson, Bruce & Stacey Johnson, Butch
Schulte, Christy Buetow; Clayton Koss; Patty Nelson; Annalisa Winje, Paulina
Backstrom; Shae Lindholm; Rhonda Schulte; Char Anderson; Stacey Schulte;
Hank Ferland; Ramiro Acero; Margaret Dahl; Katrina Crouse; Tom
Christiansen.

Our sincere sympathies to Joy Oberg, Kay Olson, and their families
for the loss of their mothers recently.

This week we lift up these members: Craig & Lynn Schulte; Matthew &

Linnea Schliep; Anna, Will, Isaac, Wyatt, Cullen & Brennan Sandstrom; Peter
Ranum; and Glenn & Lorri Peterson. May God walk with these faithful friends
as they live their gospel-filled lives.



Our Mission of the Month for November will once L Mission
again be the ELCA Good Gifts program. This f the Month
program reaches out to people all over the world ’

who are living in poverty. It provides resources for families to
create and sustain income to provide a better way of life for
themselves. November Member Challenge: Food insecurity is on
the rise, especially with federal employees currently not receiving
paychecks and health insurance costs spiraling. Businesses in Cook
County are stepping up to help and you can help by stocking up the
food shelf. We encourage you to donate financially to the Food
Shelf, &/or bring a bag of non-perishable food and supplies to
church. Drop it off in the shopping cart located in the narthex during
the month of November.

“Julefest” The BLCW is hosting the Annual Holiday Luncheon,
bake sale and raffle on December 6th from 11-1:00. Anyone
interested in donating baked goods for the bake sale (cookies, bars,
breads, candy, pies or cakes) please contact Joy Oberg at 218-387-
4335 or drop off your donation in the kitchen, marked “bake sale”
Friday, December 5" or December 6" by 10:00 am.

Hanging of the Greens and Christmas Tree Arrival: This
Saturday, December 6th. Excitement begins at 1:00pm. All are
welcome and encouraged to lend a hand. This year’s theme:
Paper Crafts. Please bring your gardening gloves, snippers,
etc. Contact Janet Simonen or Hilja Iverson to answer
questions.

Quilters are down to less than a handful of members and are seeking more

helpers! Every Thursday morning at 9 to 11:30am. Come as you are able.

Free Bibles: Help yourself to a large print English Standard Version Bible,
on the counter in the Narthex. We have bibles for all ages. Talk to Jess to
get one that's right for you.
Choir rehearsals: Sundays at 8:40 am. The choir generally sings on
the 1st and 3rd Sundays.

Borealis Rehearsals: Orchestra practices Sundays at 2:30 pm, and
the Chorale practices at 4:00 pm. Borealis Concerts will be
December 12 & 13 at 7:00 pm.

Devotionals: Christ In Our and Home Humble and Holy: Devotions
for Advent & Christmas are in the narthex and entryway by the
offices. Take a copy. Share a copy.



Thi
Sun Nov 30

k at Bethlehem:
8:40AM Choir practice
10:00AM Worship Service
& Sunday School
1:00 PM Girl Scouts
2:30 PM Borealis Orchestra
4:00 PM Borealis Chorale
8:30 AM Adult Ed class
9:30 AM Staff meeting
12:30 PM Text Study
5:30 PM Meal
6:00 PM Advent Worship
6:30 PM Confirmation
6:30 PM Adult Ed Class
8:00 AM Bible Study
9:00 AM Quilting
————— Clarity Hearing
11:00 AM Julefest Brunch
& Bake Sale
1:00 PM Hanging of the
Greens
8:40 AM Choir practice
10:00 AM Worship Service
& Sunday School
2:30 PM Borealis Orchestra
4:00 PM Borealis Chorale

Advent Wednesday Worship: Join us for
the Holden Evening Prayer service at 6pm

Children's Christmas Program: Sunday
December 14th during worship. This will

be a “No Rehearsal Christmas Program”
All youth of every age are encouraged to
participate. Information is going out soon.

Tues Dec 2

Wed Dec 3

Thurs Dec 4

Fri Dec 5
Sat Dec 6

Sun Dec 7

Young Adult Group: Attention 20 & 30
year olds: Libby Larson is organizing a
bowling in Thunder Bay event on Dec.
14", Sign up sheet is in the Narthex. Any
questions, please reach out to Libby at

lib.Jou.lars@gmail.com

On-line giving is encouraged using
this QR Code or through automatic
transfer. (Forms are available online
& the office.)

12222

Bethlehem needs a snow
shoveling service! We find
ourselves without this
service and no time to
lose! Please brainstorm
and let Pastor Calvin or
Mike Chmelik who may
be able to do this!

Adult Education: Study on
Romans. Tuesdays at 8:30am
or Wednesday 6:30pm

Book Study: The Wisdom
Jesus study is on hold and
will resume in January.

Traveler Cards and Local
Grocery Cards are available
from BLC to members of the
community that need help.
Please contact the office.
Men's Bible Study: Every
Thursday morning, 8:00 to
9:15 am. Contact Mike
Chmelik for information, 218
-387-1790

Wednesday Text Study: Join
us Wednesdays at 12:30 pm
on for a study of the
scripture lessons for the next
Sunday.

Sign up to help with Sunday
Services: sign up to help with

worship & coffee time.

Church Directory Did you
get your copy? More are in

the Narthex. (Contact Denise
in the office with changes or
if more are needed Thanks!)




Mission of the Month: November 2025

God's
Global Barnyard

An animal can make a world of difference for a family in need.
Animals provide food to eat, fertilizer to grow crops and offspring
to sell at the market. With one gift, you can help a family escape
the cycle of hunger and poverty for good.

e pCow * * Chicks
.l ﬂm Acow's milk, {3 . Chicks begin laying

meat, fertilizer and IR eggs at just a few
calves can guickly months old, offering
'S \ strengthen a family's nutritious, protein-
financial security. rich meals for families
who are hungry.
Goat

Honeybees

Bees pollinate plants
and boost crop growth

Fraesh milk from
a goatis very
nutritious and can

be used to make . — helping the wider
products like yogurt community. Soaps and
and cheese to sell candles can be made
at the market. from their wax and sold

at the local market.
&

Pig
Within months ]
after birth, piglets
grow to weigh
over 200 pounds
— bringing a big
payoff at the market.

Fish Farm

Afish farm and training
in good business
economics can provide
a lifetime of meals

for a community.

Give through your congregation by visiting
ELCA.org/goodgifts or by sending a check to

ELCA Good Gifts, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009.
Please indicate your gift in the meme line of your check.

ELCA.org/goodgifts




7 LUNCHEON,
y BAKE SALE &

RAFFLE

Saturday, December 6th
11am to 1pm

Luncheon will be served at 11:30 am

Adults $10 Children $5

Luncheon Includes:

Chicken Salad Croissants, 7
fresh fruit, chips, '

Coffee & Dessert! & / i
o R T ot \‘ d
Bethlehem Lutheran @ :
Church Women

417 First Ave West
Grand Marais, MN
218-387-2227

Y HANGING OF THE GREENS
ym"w invited
1:00pr Pecerber 6™
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