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Introduction

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God.
Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes
the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the
nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed
by the Spirit, and named Gods beloved children. Our baptismal mission is
to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of Gods
healing.

Prelude Erika Ternes
Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
Holy God, today we remember the way the powerful ones treated your
Son on that dark day so long ago. Although we look back in horror at the
injustice of the crucifixion, we cannot help but see the ways acts of
cowardice and cruelty continue among your people today.

Forgive us, O God, for the ways in which our resources and leaders have
been complicit in acts of violence and abuse.

Forgive us, O God, for the ways in which our hearts have been turned
against victims of violence and hate.

Forgive us, O God, for the cries we have ignored, the situations we have
avoided, and for the concerns of people we have been too far away to
notice.

Let today's memory of solemn terror awaken our hearts to the hurt we
are perpetuating. We thank you for the gift of repentance, which allows us
to start again. In Christ's name we pray. Amen.

Forgiveness: Where we transgress, God shows mercy. Where we fail, Christ
succeeds. Where we fall short, the Holy Spirit spurs on forward again. In
the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. May the Spirit give you



strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. Amen.

Gathering Song Brightest and Best ELW 303

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Kyrie ELW page 98
Canticle of Praise This is the Feast ELW page 101

Prayer of the Day

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him gour
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are
baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons,
and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit. one God, now and
forever. Amen

Children's Time (No Pennies!)
On the way up the aisles, the children will be collecting coins for the “Holy Cow”

fund, which will support ELCA World Hunger. /ind that loose change and hand it
lo a kiddo! The bank no longer accepts

Flrst Reading [saiah 42:1-9
" Here is my servant, whom [ uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul

delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the
natlons “ He will not cry out or lift up his voice or make it heard in the
street; ~ a bruised reed he will not break, and a dlmlg burning wick he will
not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. * He will not grow faint or
be crushed until he has established justice in the earth, and the coastlands
wait for his teaching.

’ Thus says God, the LoRD, who created the heavens and stretched them
out, who spread out the earth and what comes from 1t who gives breath to
the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: ® 1 am the LORD; I
have called you in righteousness; [ have taken you by the hand and kept
you: [ have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations,

to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prlsoners from the
dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. ” I am the LORD that
is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. ’ See, the
former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before
they spring forth, [ tell you of them.



The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 29

Ascrlbe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

“ Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God's name; worship the LORD in the
beatg of holiness.

7 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the
LORD is upon the mighty waters.

' The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a voice
of splendor.

' The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars
of Lebanon;
® the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a
;;oung wild ox.

The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes.

® The voice of the LoRD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the
wilderness of Kadesh.
’ The voice of the LoRD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests
bare And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!"

" The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king

forevermore.
"0 Lorb, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the blessings of
peace.

Second Reading Acts 10:34-43

! Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and hlS householdl: ‘I truly
understand that God shows no partiality, ”’ but in every people anyone
who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. “You
know the message he sent to the people of Israel. preaching peace by
Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. ”’ That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: ** how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil,
for God was with him. "’ We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea
and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, " but
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, ' not to all
the people but to us who were chosen by God as Wltnesses and who ate
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. ' He commanded us to
preach to the people and to testlfg that he is the one ordained by God as
judge of the living and the dead. "~ All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation ELW page 102



Gospel Matthew 3:13-17
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

" Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.
John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you,
and do you come to me?" "’ But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for
it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he
consented. ' And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from
the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to hlm and he saw God's
Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. " And a voice from the
heavens said, "This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom [ am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon Pastor Calvin Konop
Hymn of the Day Crashing Waters ELW 455

Confession of Faith
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of God's People

As God's beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions and
unite us in mission. Uphold our lay leaders, missionaries, pastors, and
bishops, and all who proclaim hope in a broken world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and springs
(Jocal water sources may be named. Create in us an urgent desire to
preserve the beauty and bounty of your good creation. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile warring enemies and end
cycles of violent retribution. Defend the rights of prisoners, detainees, and



all who flee from persecution. Sustain international aid workers and
peacemakers. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and support
for those seeking asylum or in need of shelter. Be near to the dying, and
comfort all who are grieving or ill. We pray especially for Lois, Kamryn,
Linda, Luke, Butch, Sarah, Bruce, Lynn, Karen, and Katrina We pray now
for those we name aloud, or in the silence of our hearts. (4 time of
silence) Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, that we
may serve Christ by loving one another, our neighbors, and our enemies.
We pray for travelers and those who are homebound. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give thanks for
those who have gone before us, and we trust that we will join them in
your everlasting peace. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to Gods loving-kindness made known to
us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with gyou.

Offering Erika Ternes

Offering Prayer
God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have
prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness
of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of
God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy ELW page 108

Thanksgiving at the Table
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.



The Lord’'s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread: and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to
the table; taste and see. All are welcome!

Bethlehem Lutheran Church believes in the real presence of Christ in Holy
Communion, and we practice eucharistic hospitality. All persons, whether
visiting or a member, are welcomed to Communion.

Communion Music
Lamb of God ELW page 112

Spirit of Gentleness ELW 396

Post Communion Blessing
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and
keep you in grace unto everlasting life. Amen.

Prayer After Communion
Radiant God, we have seen gour glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the
sacrament of his body and blood gyou have drawn us to your heart. Send
us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of
your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Blessing
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned
your heart for praise + bless you now and forever. Amen

Sending Hymn Songs of Thankfulness ELW 310
Dismissal

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.

Thanks be to God.
Postlude Erika Ternes

NO MORE PENNIES! Unfortunately, the bank no longer accepts pennies {5
so we appreciate only silver coins. Thank you!




This week we lift up these members: Lois Johnson, Butch & Rhonda Schulte,
Ed Bolstad; Linda Zenk:; Christy Buetow; Luke Gulstrand; Sarah Coe; Lynn
Schulte; Phyllis Olson, Joan Bieber, Gene & Barbara Erickson; Bruce & Stacey
Johnson,; Annalisa Winje; Paulina Backstrom; Shae Lindholm; Char Anderson;
Stacey Schulte; Hank Ferland; Ramiro Acero; Margaret Dahl; Katrina Crouse;
Tom Christiansen; Karen Shannon,

This week we lift up these members: Ashley Berglund; Wally & Sandy
Everson; Tony, Andrea, Paige & Taylor Everson; DJ, Andrea, Tanner, Taylor &
Talon DeBoer; and Trent, Diedre, August. Elliot & Sylvie Anderson. May God
walk with these faithful friends as they live their Christmas lives.

Our sincere sympathies to Mark & Wendy Hansen. Their son Dan passed away
on Dec. 28. A service will be at Kenwood Lutheran in Duluth on January 24™
at .00 pm.

Mission Our Mission of the Month for ‘ VIOLENCE

f the Month January is the Violence <. PREVENTION
Prevention Center. . CENTER

Located in the heart of Grand Marais, the Violence Prevention Center works
with survivors of domestic and sexual assault. In 2025, the Violence Prevention
Center provided services to more than 280 clients in Cook County. Services
include safety planning to flee abusive situations, safety lodging for people in
immediate danger, legal advocacy and help in obtaining restraining orders or
orders for protection, grocery and gas assistance and much more. By supporting
our Mission of the Month we are providing direct help to our own Cook County
neighbors. Donations can be made using the envelopes in the narthex.

Mission of the Month Member Challenge: Church in Society team is
putting something together we we'll let you know where you are
needed.

Upcoming Commemorations
Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr, died 1968. Thursday, January 15,
2026 An American prophet of justice among races and nations, King was an eloquent
preacher, a leader of the nonviolent resistance to race-segregated society, and
recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. Born on this date, he was assassinated on
April 4, 1968.

Antony of Egypt, renewer of the church, died around 356. Saturday, January 17, 2026
One of the earliest of the Egyptian desert fathers, Antony gave away his sizeable
inheritance and became a hermit. Later he became leader of a group of monks who
devoted themselves to prayer, worship, and labor.

Pachomius, renewer of the church, died 346. Saturday, January 17, 2026. Born in
Egypt, Pachomius became a Christian while a soldier. He became a hermit (a solitary
monk) and organized others into a religious community. His rule for monasteries
influenced later ones in both the Eastern and Western churches.



Lutheranism 101:
Intro to Bethlehem &
Lutheranism
This is an introduction to
Lutheranism, and our
church (our history, how
we function, what we do,
our mission, and more!).
101 is free and is open to
everyone: members and

non-members alike.
Participants should come
to both the gathering on
the Jan 11th & 18th, both
of which will go for 1 hour
with some light snacks
provided.

Council Members: Your
monthly reports are due
on Tues. Jan 13th.

Quilters are down to 3
gals! and are seeking
more helpers! Every
Thursday morning at 9 to
11:30am. Come as you
are able.

Traveler Cards and Local
Grocery Cards are available
from BLC to members of
the community that need
help. Please contact the
office.

Church Directory Did
you get your copy? More
are in the Narthex.
(Contact Denise in the
office with changes or if
more are needed
Thanks!)

Devotionals are available
in the narthex and office
entryway.
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church
417 First Avenue West, PO Box 638

Grand Marais, MN 55604

218-387-2227

www.sharingchrist.org | blc@boreal.org
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Thi k at Bethlehem:
Sun Jan 11 8:40 AM Choir Practice
10:00AM Worship Service
& Sunday School
11:15 AM Lutheranism 101
Mon Jan 12 3:30 PM Girl Scouts
6:30 PM Executive Comm.
Tues Jan 13 8:30 AM Staff meeting
Wed Jan 14 12:30 PM Text Study

5:30 PM Community Meal
6:00 PM Worship
6:30 PM Confirmation
8:00 AM Bible Study
9:00 AM Quilting
6:30 PM Table Tennis
Office is Closed
8:40 AM Choir practice
10:00 AM Worship Service
& Sunday School
11:15 AM Lutheranism 101
Intro class
2:00 PM Care Center
Worship Service

Thurs Jan 15

FriJan 16
Sun Jan 18

On-line giving is encouraged using this QR Code
or through automatic transfer. (Forms are
available online & the office.)

Table Tennis Anyone?

Join a weekly table tennis gathering at Bethle-
hem every Thursday at 6:30 pm in the Fellow-
ship Hall. Paddles, balls and tables will be
available, all you need to do is show up. Eve-
ryone is welcome, absolutely no experience
or table tennis skills are necessary. If you're
interested, just show up.
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