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 e Call Committee has exciting news! 
After mu  prayerful consideration, discussion 
and discernment, we extended an invitation to a 
candidate to be our pa or. After prayerful 
consideration and discernment on his part, he 
responded yes. He feels he is being called to 
move to Grand Marais and be our next pa or.  

 I don’t feel I can adequately describe the excitement our call committee felt upon hearing this 
news. We feel this is a wonderful opportunity for our congregation to continue to grow and de-
velop, and to continue do God’s work with our hands. 

e Chur  Council will be advising us in the next eps of the call process. 

e Call Committee thanks you for your prayers and for the opportunity to serve you in this 
process. Congregational input has been vital in creating an opportunity for our mini ry on the 
North Shore and Beyond to continue. 

And, you have heard our pa or needs a place to live. Word of mouth is often the be  way to 
find housing. If you know of any potential homes that may work for out pa or, please let a 
council member know. 

ank You, Nathan Kri enson, Call Committee Chair 



’

A Celebration of Fellowship, April 26, 2023: Pictured here: Nathan Kristenson, Dan Diazun (Thunder Bay) , Chet 
Lindskog, Ed Hedstrom, Kevin Pollock (Thunder Bay) , Charlie Darley (local, new to group), & host Mike Chmelik. 

“Go quickly, and tell 

His disciples that He is 

risen from the dead.” 
-Matthew 28:7 

Rejoiced with instru-
ments and song. 

Pastor John Brag-
stad led the service. 

Confirmation Youth 
serviced brunch. 

Great Fellowship 
with all. 

Christ is risen indeed! 
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Psalm 23 
 A Psalm for Life 

Order Yours Today! 

As one of my Bible tea ers put it, “Psalm 23 is the essen-
tial text for the daily life of faith.” Why? Because it works. 
Many a saint has had these words read, spoken, or prayed 
as they breathed their la . Many of the grief ri en 
have been soothed by these words as they lay to re  
those they love. 

Even Jesus used this Psalm as the basis for his pro ama-
tion that Jesus was the good shepherd who lays down his 
life for his sheep. Even Jesus believes this Psalm 23 is es-
sential for living. I think we can take that as a pretty good 
recommendation. 

My sense is that among ourselves and mo  of the people 
we encounter ea  day, there is this kind of spiritual 
“ang ”. “Ang ” is a German word, mo  famously used 
by the theologian Soren Kierkegaard, meaning, “anxiety.” 
A kind of re lessness of our souls that is rea ing out for 
some reassurance or comfort. 

Especially, as we emerge from the ang  of the extraordi-
nary circum ances of the pa  couple of years. We have 
survived, but it hasn’t been easy. Now what? Will a new 
virus find us? We have lo  so mu . What do we do 
now? 

Call now!  

Psalm 23 is waiting for you.  
So, if a little reassurance is what you’re looking for, then 
Psalm 23 delivers. 

Feeling down? Life a little uncertain? Your friends are 
a ing a little range? Tired of divisions? Parents getting 
on your nerves. Wondering when the other shoe is about 
to drop? Anxious, but don’t know why? 

If so, try a dose or two of Psalm 23. Take whole or ju  a 
verse or two at a time. Read. Li en. Breath. Pray. Repeat. 
Guaranteed to reduce your ress level and open your 
eyes to the reality of God’s presence with you right now, 
right here. It will heal you. In fa , this is so good, this 

Psalm 23 has never failed to take broken human hearts 
and tea  our hearts to tru  in God’s promise to never 
let us down. 

And be  of all it’s free. It ju  requires the tinie  sliver of 
your time, whi  pays you ba  1000 times more than 
you’ll ever put into it. Any takers? 

Still unsure? is Psalm is so good, it puts the words right 
in your mouth. It oozes tru  from every sentence. e 
Lord is my Shepherd. I shall not want. You prepare a ta-
ble before me. My cup overflows. Tru  me. It works. 
You too can tru  God in your time of need or any time 
for that matter. 

Do you remember Psalm 1 - the beautiful psalm that talks 
about you being a tree firmly planted by reams of wa-
ter? Verse 2 goes like this: 

 “but their delight is in the law of the Lord and on his law 
they meditate day and night.” 

e word meditate has been explained to me as meaning 
“ ewing the cud”. e idea is to ruminate or ew food 
over and over - in the Psalms, the food being the word of 
God! King David likens himself to a ruminating cow! 
He takes a Scripture and ruminates over it to under-

and what God is saying to him. 

I was in a Bible udy that took a 6-month hiatus.  We 
liked to ruminate - ew the cud - over the scriptures 
for the upcoming Sunday service. 

As we read & discussed the scriptures for the Sunday 
service, we found it deepened our contemplation of the 
passages before hearing them on Sunday. ere were 
su  good insights shared & generally ju  wonderful fel-
lowship. 

A couple of us have really missed it, so this week we are 

resuming our Bible udy. We meet on Wednesdays 
from 12:30-1:30, our fir  one this Wednesday May 

3rd! 

We have been small in numbers, but ALL 
are welcome. If this is a time that would 
work for you, come “ ew the cud” with 
us!! 



.
,

food justice, legal aid, environment, 

housing, immigration, education, health care, and other missions

If you would like to contribute a nancial gift to Lutheran Volunteer Corps, please 
note "May Mission of the Month" or "LVC" on your special offering. 

In peace, Libby Larson, on behalf of the Church in Society Committee Apply here 

Page 4 



Page 5 

“THE SON MAKES 
 YOU FREE!” 

The Son Makes You Free – Free to 
Welcome, Connect, Reform, and 

Support! That was the theme for the 2023 Synod 
conven on held at Cragun’s Resort.  (See John 
8:36) 

Thank you, Bethlehem Lutheran, for the oppor-
tunity for us (Bruce Johnson & myself) to represent 
our congrega on at the 36th Annual Synod Assem-
bly the last weekend in April. 

It was a fun weekend filled with hearing about 
the work of our neighboring churches and the op-
portuni es we have as a church to help us grow in 
faith and show our love to our neighbor. 

Along with regular church business (vo ng on 
budgets and resolu ons) we honored our leaders 
such as Deacon Brenda Tibbets who will be re ring 
this fall. And we welcomed Susan Williams to the 
posi on of Synod Minister for Leadership Support. 
We also had the opportunity to have devo ons, bid 
on quilts to support world hunger, hear presenta-

ons from synod commi ees and task forces, rec-
ognize awards (Congrats Knife River on the Holy 
Cow award - $74.99 pcm!), worship, and have 
many conversa ons over good food with lay and 
rostered members from the various congrega ons 
in our synod. 

Some of you may remember the days when 
Bethlehem Lutheran supported a summer recrea-

on minister who lived in the Grand Marais Rec 
Park for the summer. A er the last worship service 
on Sunday, the man si ng next to us asked if we 
were from Grand Marais. We replied yes, and he 
introduced himself. He was Chuck Barnes, our 
summer minister from many years ago (under the 
guidance of Pastor Osthus)! It was great to see him 
again (he is serving in Aurora, Minnesota) and he 
sends his gree ngs to all of us at Bethlehem Lu-
theran! 

Thanks be to God for his faithfulness!  

Stacey Hawkins 

Something new we would like to 
see in our June newsle er is for our 

members to share ALL of your fami-
ly celebratory news with us. We tru-
ly believe all accomplishments should 
be rejoiced in. Gradua ons, Athle cs, 
Births, Marriages. . . . you fill in the blank. 

Please send a short descrip on of what you are cel-
ebra ng, along with a picture, if you wish. 

If you would like help with your submission, please 
call Kathleen at 218.387.9056 or Denise at 
218.387.2227, or email her at blc@boreal.org. 

We so look forward to receiving your news and 
sharing it with our membership in our June Newsle er. 
Watch for it there! 

Memorial Day is coming up on Mon-
day, May 29th. This day gives credence to us in remem-
bering our soldiers who have served our country; so 
many, in so many different ways. 

This day is also a me to remember our family, 
friends and those who have crossed our paths, and 
gone on before us. 

A simple way to pay our respects is to spruce up the 
graves of those you wish to honor by raking, trimming 
around headstones, maybe leaving flowers. If you are 
aware of a grave site that looks forgo en, it could be 
that that family is no longer here to take care of the 
plot. Perhaps it’s an opportunity for you to recognize 
that family with kindness. A small gesture can mean so 
much, even if it’s only you who may be aware of it. 

When there comes a day 

We’re no longer together 

I’ll be in your heart 

I’ll stay there forever 
Adapted from a poem by A.A. Milne 
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h ps://www.elcaymnet.org/  The ELCA Youth Ministry Net-
work exists to strengthen and empower adult children, 
youth and family ministry leaders in service to Christ. 

The Church Council has been informed of a 
community outreach opportunity. Carolyn Dry has 
ordered 2200 bare root saplings as a gi  to the 
Cook County community. However, she is unable to 
be in Cook County when the bare root saplings arrive 
some me in mid-May. She has asked Bethlehem to help 
with this.  

In last fall’s ques onnaire, Bethlehem members em-
phasized how important it is for Bethlehem to take part in 
these sort of community events. The church council sup-
ports using Bethlehem’s grounds as the drop-off and pick-
up site for these saplings. 

Lyle and Laurie Spry have volunteered to help with this 
project. We are looking for a small group of individuals who 
can volunteer to take on this project. Please let the church 
office know if you would like to be part of this event.  
blc@boreal.org or 218-387-2227. Distribu on date: TBD 

This month we ask that you pray for the following 
members and friends: Barbara Erickson, Lynn 
Schulte, Char Anderson, Eleanor Waha, Vera Finn, 
Paulina Backstrom, Rhonda Schulte, Bruce Johnson, 
Pastor Bob Stoskopf, Hank Ferland, Les Donek, 
Carly Hawkinson-Shom, Elsa Sorensen, Bob Spry 
and Emi Heikkinen (infant daughter of Taylor Ry-
den). 

Update on Carly Shom from Caring Bridge: Carly completed 3 
weeks of treatment at the Hope4Cancer Center in Can-
cun.  They gave the center high marks in there overall pro-
fessional and posi ve outlook for success, and all personnel 
were very caring and kind.  A return trip to Cancun is tenta-

vely set for August.  - With Love and Gra tude, Dave & 
Cathy Hawkinson (Carly's parents) 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
30 

8:40am Choir Rehearsal 
10:00am Worship Service - 
Live streamed 
11:15am Holy Moly Class 
11:15am Confirmation Class 

1 

3:30pm Girl Scouts - 
1st graders 

2 3 

7:45am AP Testing 
8:00am Church In 
Society meeting 

 
 
 
 
12:30pm Mid-Day Mid
-Week Bible Study 
6:30pm Average Wor-
ship Band Practice 

4 

Denise's Vacation 
8:00am Bible Study 
9:00am Quilting 
5:00pm Swing Band 
Practice 
7:00pm Executive 
Committee 

5 

Clarity Hearing Appts. 
Denise's Vacation 

6 

7  Rev. Rolf Morck, Presiding 

Worship in-person at 10:00 
AM with Live stream / Choir 
sings 
8:40am Choir Rehearsal 
11:15am Confirmation Class - 
LAST DAY 
11:15am Holy Moly class - 
LAST DAY 

8 9 10 

12:00pm Quilters 
Lunch with High 
School Seniors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12:30pm Mid-Day Mid
-Week Bible Study 
5:30pm Soup Supper 
6:30pm Contemporary 
Worship Service with 
Pastor Tom Murray, 
Presiding 

11 

7:45am AP Testing 
8:00am Bible Study 
9:30am Esther Circle 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
11:30am Quilters 
Annual Luncheon 
7:00pm Council meet-
ing 

12 

 
 

1:00pm Rebecca & 
Ruth Circles 

13 

Distribute Tree Seed-
lings (?) Date to be 
determined 

14 

 
 

 

Mother's Day 
Quilt Sunday for High School 
Seniors 
Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis, 
Presiding 
8:40am Choir Rehearsal 

15 

3:30pm Girl Scouts  
 1st grade 

16 

6:00pm Worship 
Planning Commit-
tee 

17 

 

12:30pm Mid-Day Mid
-Week Bible Study 

18 

 

 

8:00am Bible Study 
9:00am Quilting 
 

5:00pm Executive 
Committee Special 
Mtg 
6:00pm Church Coun-
cil Special Meeting 
7:00pm Joint meal for 
Candidate, Call Com-
mittee & Council 

19 

Clarity Hearing Appts. 
 

6:00pm Meet & Greet 
with Pastoral Candidate 
(Potluck) 

20 

Distribute Tree Seed-
lings (?) Date to be 
determined 

21   Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis, 
Presiding 

Worship in-person at 10:00 
AM with Live stream / Choir 
sings 
8:40am Choir Rehearsal 
11:15am SPECIAL CONGRE-
GATIONAL MEETING & 
VOTE 

22 

Newsletter articles due 
for next edition 

23 24 

12:30pm Mid-Day Mid
-Week Bible Study 

25 

8:00am Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
9:00am Quilting 
 

26 27 

28 

 

Jonathan Rova, Presiding 
Pentecost 
10:00am Christian Contempo-
rary Worship Service with the 
"Average Worship Band" 

29 

 

 

Memorial Day 
Office is Closed 
9:30am Maple Hill 
Memorial Day Service, 
Rev. Bill Beckstrand, 
Presiding 
11:00am Court House 
Ceremony 

30 31 

12:30pm Mid-Day Mid
-Week Bible Study 

1 

8:00am Bible Study 
9:00am Quilting 
7:00pm Executive 
Committee 

2 

Clarity Hearing Appts. 

3 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
KATIE MUMM and PARKER SLANGA 

Katie Mumm and Parker Slanga are new 
members at Bethlehem, having officially 
joined our ur  on April 23rd. 

Katie is from ief River Falls, MN, and 
came to this area initially to work at 
Bearskin Lodge for 3 years. You may be 

aware of Katie’s presence at our ur  as she served as the 
Youth Dire or a couple of years ago, that adventure cut short by 
Covid. 

Parker grew up in Grand Marais. Following graduation from Cook 
County High S ool, he attended s ool at LSC in Duluth to be-
come an ele rician and worked for North Shore Ele ric. 

Together they own and operate e Fisherman’s Daughter, at 
Do side Market in Grand Marais. 

Parker and Katie aim they are thrilled to finally be members of 
Bethlehem, and are mo  excited for the sense of faith-based 
community. 

Also exciting is the news that Katie and Parker will be married 
here, in their new ur  home, on September 23, 2023. 

WELCOME!  PATTI BEYER 
Patti Beyer is a lovely lady that moved from 
Illinois to Grand Marais 7 months ago but she 
has visited here many times! 

She also joined Bethlehem on April 23rd and 
says she is so happy to join our welcoming 
and loving ur  and finds Bethlehem a joy-
ful place to worship and serve others. 

Bethlehem’s “Dumpster Divers”? A ually, Bethlehem 
has it’s very own “Dump er Tippers!” With the rong winds this 
spring our dump er has blown over a few times. anks to all 


