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Introduction – Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul 
has a vision about what to do. John has a vision of what will be. Jesus 
provides visions of peace that surpasses human understanding and 
power beyond human imagination. 

Prelude  Average Worship Band 

Welcome & Announcements 

Thanksgiving for Baptism   
Alleluia! ChriƯ is risen. 
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

In the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to come.  Amen. 

Baptized into ChriƯ’s death and resurreưion, and called to live the baptized life, 
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.  

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a 
people your own, that reƯore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in 
your name. Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one. 

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that Ưrengthen believers 
and give new life to beloved servants of your ƱurƱ; waters that extend your 
boundless love and cross barriers of our own making. Baptized into you, O 
Living One, make us one as you are one. 

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of 
believers and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that set your 
people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. Baptized into you, O 
Living One, make us one as you are one. 

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by 
these waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
the Crucified and Risen One.  Amen. 

Gathering Song  

Greeting 
ƴe grace of our Lord Jesus ChriƯ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

Be long ing  to  Chr i s t ,  Sha r i ng  Chr i s t  on  the  Nor th  Shore  & Beyond !  



Song of Praise   

Prayer of the Day 
Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you 
promise us food from your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, 
that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and the 
world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 

Children’s Time  
On the way up the aisles, the Ʊildren will be colleưing coins for 
the “Holy Cow” fund, whiƱ will support ELCA World Hunger. 
Find that loose Ʊange and hand it to a kiddo! 

First Reading:   Acts 16:9-15 
9 During the night Paul had a vision: there Ưood a man of Macedonia pleading 
with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 When he had 
seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being 
convinced that God had called us to proƳaim the good news to them. 

  11 We set sail from Troas and took a Ưraight course to Samothrace, the 
following day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, whiƱ is a leading city of 
the diƯriư of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for 
some days. 13 On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where 
we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the 
women who had gathered there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper 
of God, was liƯening to us; she was from the city of ƴyatira and a dealer in 
purple Ƴoth. ƴe Lord opened her heart to liƯen eagerly to what was said by 
Paul. 15 When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If 
you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and Ưay at my home.” 
And she prevailed upon us. 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm:  Psalm 67 
1 May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine 
upon us. 
2 Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations. 
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity 
and guide all the nations on earth.  
5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
6 ƴe earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us. 
7 May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth Ưand in awe.  
 



Second Reading:  Revelation 21:10, 22 -- 22:5 
10 And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high 
mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven 
from God. 
  22 I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and 
the Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the 
glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 ƴe nations will walk by its 
light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25 Its gates will 
never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 People will bring 
into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing unƳean will enter 
it, nor anyone who praưices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

 22:1 ƴen the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as cryƯal, 
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the 
Ưreet of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve 
kinds of fruit, producing its fruit eaƱ month; and the leaves of the tree are for 
the healing of the nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But 
the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship 
him; 4 they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And 
there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord 
God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel:   John 14:23-29 
ƴe holy gospel according to St. John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

23 Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “ƴose who love me will keep my word, 
and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home 
with them. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the 
word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 
  25 “I have said these things to you while I am Ưill with you. 26 But the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teaƱ 
you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave 
with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do 
not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 28 You heard me 
say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you 
would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. 
29 And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, 
you may believe.” 

ƴe gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon Pastor Calvin Konop 



Song of the Day  

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Prayers of God’s People 
God of resurreưion and new life, we come before you in prayer for the 
ƱurƱ, the world, and all who are in need.  (A brief silence.) 

Unite your people with communities of faith throughout the world. 
Further cooperation between people of different faith traditions and 
bless our non-Christian neighbors, that we learn and grow in deeper 
relationship. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Bless the earth with fresh water, clean air, and rich soil. Nurture 
growing crops and encourage communities developing sustainable 
farming practices. Help us to live in balance and harmony with your 
good creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Reconcile nations and communities suffering from violence and 
conflict. Protect refugees, asylum-seekers, and all who flee their 
homes seeking safety and security. Make all nations safe for both 
migrants and residents. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Sustain all who are in need, especially individuals and families 
struggling with trauma or addiction. Support caregivers, especially 
nurses, doctors, counselors, and social workers. Come alongside all 
who are ill or struggling (especially . . .). Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 

This Memorial Day weekend, we remember all who have died in 
military service. Soothe loved ones who mourn, and strengthen 
support systems for veterans and their families. Bring peace among 
nations, that war and conflict around the world might cease. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 

We give you thanks for all your saints raised to new life in Christ 
(especially . . .). Gather us, with them, into the peace only you can 
give. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 



We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that 
you are always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  
Amen. 

Offering  Average Worship Band 

Offering Prayer 
Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along 
with these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into 
us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body 
in the world.  Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks 
and praise. 
 

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. All are welcome!  

Bethlehem Lutheran ChurƱ believes in the real presence of ChriƯ in Holy 
Communion, and we praưice euƱariƯic hospitality. All persons, whether 
visiting or a member, are welcomed to Communion. 

Communion Music 
Come to the Table   

 TBA   

Post Communion Blessing 

Prayer After Communion 
Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us 
now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your 
risen life to a wounded and weary world.  Amen. 

Blessing 
ƴe triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ð☩ Savior, 
and Spirit, light your way with resurreưion dawn, now and always.  Amen. 



Sending Song  

Dismissal 
Alleluia! ChriƯ is risen. 
ChriƯ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In ChriƯ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
ƴanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Postlude  Average Worship Band 
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On-line giving is encouraged using this QR Code 
or through automaƟc transfer.   

(Forms are available online & the office.) 

ƴis Week at Bethlehem: 
Sun May 25 8:40 AM Choir practice 
 10:00 AM Contemporary 
  Worship Service 
Mon May 26 Memorial  Day Holiday 
 Office is Ƴosed  
Tues May 27 11:00 AM Staff Meeting 
Wed May 28 12:30 PM Text Study 
Thur May 29 8:00 AM Bible Study 
 9:00 AM Quilting 
Fri May 30 - - - - -  Clarity Hearing 
  Appointments 
Sat May 31 11:00 AM Greg Tofte 
  Memorial Service 
Sun June 1  NO Choir practice 
 10:00 AM Worship Service 

 Upcoming	Events: 
Memorial	Day	is May 26th. Ofϐice 
is closed  Denise	will	return	from	
vacation on	May	27.		 
Greg	Tofte’s	Memorial	Service	
will be Sat. May 31 at 11:00 am 
Vacation	Bible	School	will be July 
14-18, 2025. 9am to noon for K-5th 
grade students. $15/student. 

The	May	Mission	of	the	Month	Our 
May Mission of the Month will be 
about creation care.  We will be 
donating to the Eco-Faith	Network. 
Their mission is to live	out	God’s	call	
to	 be	 stewards	 of	 the	 earth	 for	 the	
sake	 of	 the	 whole	 creation. The 
EcoFaith Network of NEMN Synod is 
made up of congregations, 
individuals, and other partners 
across the Northeastern Minnesota 
Synod and beyond. We can designate 
our funds to be used for grants to 
churches to create pollinator 
gardens, or start community gardens, 
or plant trees, or many other 
conservation projects.  

Traveler	 Cards and Local	 Grocery	
Cards are available from BLC to 
members of the community that 
need help. Please contact the ofϐice. 

Wednesday	 Text	 Study:	 Join us at 
12:30 pm on Wednesdays for a study 
of the scripture lessons. 

Men’s	Bible	Study: Every Thursday 
morning, beginning at 8:00 to 9:15 
am. Contact Mike Chmelik for 
information, 218-387-1790 

Feel	like	doing	a	little	baking?	Sign 
up to serve Coffee An! Clipboard is on 
the counter in the kitchen. We	are	
looking	 forward	 to	 tasting	 your	
specialties. 


